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St. Andrew
Love God. Love each other. Serve the world.

For Such a Time as This
15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 10 & 13, 2020
God's way of remaining anonymous
Has this ever happened to you? You’re thinking about an old friend that you haven’t seen in
years, and then you receive a phone call from him or her a few seconds later. Or you have a
sudden, unexplainable urge to visit a place you have never been to, and then you end up
meeting the love of your life there. Are such coincidences merely chance, or is there something
more at work? To explain such remarkable events, the Swiss psychologist Carl Jung coined the
term synchronicity—a coincidence in which highly improbable events occur. Jung is a Johnnycome-lately. The Lord God has been teaching his people since the time of Esther and before
that he's the one behind those synchronicities. We’re only in week 3 of our series on the book
of Esther and we can see hundreds of coincidences that had to occur for Esther to become
Queen of Persia . . . to save the Israelites from distinction . . . so Mary and Joseph would one
day end up in Bethlehem . . . so Jesus would be born there according to God's promise. Is it
synchronicity? Is it coincidence? No. It's God. And he's at work in hidden ways in your life,
too. And that’s why we’re here to worship him. Glad you think so, too.

Dear guests









We’re glad you’re here and would love to hear from you. Please fill out our online Check In
at our website. Go to st-andrew-online.org and click on “Check In.”
If this is your first time with us, please stop at the Welcome Center for a gift just for you.
Needs or questions? Feel free to ask an usher, greeter, or the person next to you.
Restrooms are down the education wing on the right.
If you’d like a private nursing room, there is one with a changing table located outside the
sanctuary. There are also changing tables in all restrooms. If you need assistance, feel free
to ask an usher.
Subscribe to The Weekly, our email newsletter by filling out the online Check In at
st-andrew-online.org or pick up a hard copy at the Welcome Center.
This folder follows the biblical purpose for Jesus’ church: worship God, nurture the faith he
gives, and serve others. It’s simple. It’s church. We’re glad you’re here to enjoy it with us.
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Worship
Gathering
Gathering song

“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”

Welcome
Confession of sins
Song

“By Grace Alone”

Assurance of forgiveness
Statement of faith

Apostles’ Creed

Time to greet

Word
Children’s devotion (about age 3 through grade 4)
Scripture

Matthew 23:1-12

Song

“Yet I Not But Through Christ in Me”

Today’s Bible teaching (see page 4)
Prayers

Thanksgiving
Offering

Sending
Blessing
Song

“Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me”
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Worship
Esther 2:1-23

Queen Vashti Deposed

months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes
and cosmetics. 13 And this is how she would go to
the king: Anything she wanted was given her to
take with her from the harem to the king’s palace.
14 In the evening she would go there and in the
morning return to another part of the harem to
the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who was
in charge of the concubines. She would not return
to the king unless he was pleased with her and
summoned her by name.
15 When the turn came for Esther (the girl
Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle
Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing
other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who
was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther
won the favor of everyone who saw her. 16 She
was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in
the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the
seventh year of his reign.
17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more
than to any of the other women, and she won his
favor and approval more than any of the other
virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and
made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 And the king
gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his
nobles and officials. He proclaimed a holiday
throughout the provinces and distributed gifts
with royal liberality.

Later when the anger of King Xerxes had subsided,
he remembered Vashti and what she had done
and what he had decreed about her. 2 Then the
king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search
be made for beautiful young virgins for the king. 3
Let the king appoint commissioners in every
province of his realm to bring all these beautiful
girls into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Let
them be placed under the care of Hegai, the king’s
eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let
beauty treatments be given to them. 4 Then let
the girl who pleases the king be queen instead of
Vashti.” This advice appealed to the king, and he
followed it.
5 Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the
tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the
son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 6 who had been
carried into exile from Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those
taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7
Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom
he had brought up because she had neither father
nor mother. This girl, who was also known as
Esther, was lovely in form and features, and
Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter
when her father and mother died.
8 When the king’s order and edict had been
proclaimed, many girls were brought to the citadel
of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther
also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted
to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. 9 The girl
pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he
provided her with her beauty treatments and
special food. He assigned to her seven maids
selected from the king’s palace and moved her
and her maids into the best place in the harem.
10 Esther had not revealed her nationality and
family background, because Mordecai had
forbidden her to do so. 11 Every day he walked
back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to
find out how Esther was and what was happening
to her.
12 Before a girl’s turn came to go in to King
Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of
beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six

Mordecai Uncovers a Conspiracy
19

When the virgins were assembled a second
time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 20
But Esther had kept secret her family background
and nationality just as Mordecai had told her to
do, for she continued to follow Mordecai’s
instructions as she had done when he was
bringing her up.
21
During the time Mordecai was sitting at the
king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s
officers who guarded the doorway, became angry
and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 22 But
Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen
Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving
credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was
investigated and found to be true, the two officials
were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded in
the book of the annals in the presence of the king.
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Worship
Esther 2:1-23
What’s a nice Jewish girl like you doing in a place like this, Esther?

1. God is at work __________ __________ __________ appearances

2. The world is ____________________ with appearances

3. __________ __________ frees us from that obsession

1) A real ____________________ of beauty
2) A real ____________________ of beauty
3) A real ____________________ of beauty now
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The Weekly
Highlights
Videographer and photographer at worship

This weekend you may notice a videographer onsite during worship, observing Growth
Groups and interviewing specific members. He will be helping prepare a video for our ministry
expansion effort, The Fields Are Ripe. There may also be a photographer who will be taking
photos before and after worship as well. If you have questions, please contact Pastor Kelly.

Worship
Worship Check-in

Please let us know that you were with us for worship. You can do so on our website at
st-andrew-online.org.

Nurture
Growth Groups

Fall Growth Groups begin this Sunday! Growth Group leaders will be in touch with you this
week for further details on your group. Time spent in God's Word with God's people is always
time well spent.

The Good Life in 2020

While it may be easy to complain about life in 2020, through Christ, God's people still have the
good life. In September, our Wednesday Home Devotions look at issues filling society with
trouble and anxiety and how we follow and lean on Christ to live in hope. This week's devotion
looks at political protesting. This message from God's Word can be found on our Online
Worship page (st-andrew-online.org/onlineworship/). You can also find the video posted to the
St. Andrew Facebook page. Please share with your friends. We all need encouragement from
the Scriptures.

College students

St. Andrew has a College Ministry team that serves all St. Andrew college students. Students
are sent spiritual encouragement, gift cards, and goodies. If you have a college student in your
family, please help us by sending this year's address to Mark Kjenstad (mark.kjenstad@standrew-online.org). Please do so as soon as possible. Thank you, and God's blessings on this
challenging school year!
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St. Andrew Devotions

What you hear in church on Sunday is what makes the cut. There is more teaching that is left
out to keep the message near 30 minutes. But what is left it is available for you during the week
in bite-sized devotions. Sign up here (st-andrew-online/devotions). The Word works!

FUEL

Judgment Day is coming. Sunday at 7:00 PM is part 2 of what the Bible says about the end of
the world. FUEL is for all St. Andrew high school students. Come and fill up your tank. Click on
the zoom link at st-andrew-online.org.

Plugged into Jesus | “A Mighty Wonder” Creation: Genesis 1:1 – 2:3

We forget or even refuse to believe that God is our Creator and the giver of all good things. God
gives us faith to believe he created everything and continues to provide us with all good things,
especially life and salvation through Jesus, his son. Go to st-andrew-online.org for this week’s
video teaching.
Don’t forget to pick up your Plugged into Jesus kit! Beginning Thursday, September 10 th, kits
will be available at St Andrew. If you want to bless other kids and their families with the gift of
Jesus through a Plugged In kit, please fill out the forms provided near the pickup station. We
are praying for blessings as you reach out to others with God’s love and our Rescuer, Jesus.
Questions? Contact jdew324@gmail.com.

Plugged into Jesus: Middle School

New to Plugged In! Kids in grades 7 – 8 will meet by Zoom on Sunday evenings for Bible study
with leader Nikki Hill. For further details and/or questions, contact nicolepierrehill@gmail.com.

Musikgarten

Separate kits for this interactive parent/child program will be made available alongside Plugged
Into Jesus kits. Recommended for ages infant – 3, kits include rhythm instruments and other
tools for caregiver and child music response. A new video, hosted by a certified Musikgarten
instructor, Karen Hong, will be shared weekly beginning next week.

Service and Outreach
Missional Moment
Where were you? This Friday, as we remember 9/11, we have a unique opportunity to listen to
our neighbors talk about where they were that dark day in history, but we can also share the
hope we have despite dark days.
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First Group
Are you looking to know more about Jesus or about where to start with a friend looking to
know Jesus? Are you looking to possibly join St. Andrew? First Group is your starting point. Our
next round of First Group starts on Wednesday, September 16. We will meet virtually on
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. Please contact Pastor Kelly (kelly.huet@st-andrew-online.org) if you
would like to join the group.
Monthly Mission Partner
This month our Mission Partner is our Ministry Scholarship Fund, which helps support those
who are studying to become pastors, teachers, and staff ministers. One of the students this
fund helps support is Andrew Fritz who is a senior at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN,
studying to be a pastor. Please keep Andrew and all who are studying in your prayers.
WELS Connection
Each month we select a different mission partner to support as our Monthly Mission Partner.
One Mission Partner we support every month is our synod, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. The gifts we give are combined with gifts from all over our church body to support
Home and World Missions, Campus Ministry, called worker training, and other vital ministries
like marriage retreats and evangelism training. In the past, we've shared the WELS Connection
(wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/), the news of our synod, in worship, and we will now
be making it available online through the Weekly. We thank God for the ministry partnership
we have with WELS.

Positions Available

Janitorial opening
We are looking to fill two janitorial positions, each 8 – 15 hours a week. For more information,
contact Stephanie Grow (wcslunch@westside-christian.org).
Position #1 | Early morning or weeknight janitor, 8 – 15 hours a week ($14.30/hr)
Position #2 | Weekend janitor—will include Friday nights, Saturdays, and Sunday evenings, 8 –
15 hours per weekend worked ($14.30/hr)
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Financial specialist
St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church and Westside Christian School are recruiting to fill a
vacancy for a part-time (approximately 20 hours/week) financial accounting specialist to
manage financial accounting, data coding, and data entry, and to provide financial reports. This
position requires accuracy and attention to detail. The individual will work from home, with all
required technology and tools being provided by the church. The position reports directly to
the church treasurer. Preferred qualifications include but are not limited to:






Direct, hands-on experience in accounting/finance procedures
Comfort and familiarity with QuickBooks or similar financial accounting software
Demonstrated accuracy in data entry with attention to detail
Entering or interpretation of financial information on external systems
Ability to interact and communicate effectively with staff and members

Interested in learning more about this position? Please contact Financial Administrator Curt
Kephart (financial.administrator@st-andrew-online.org) or call 608-831-8540.

Thank You
Dear St. Andrew,
“I thank my God every time I remember you.” Philippians 1
Thank you for the warm welcome you have given myself and the other new teachers. I am so happy
to be here among you and teaching at Westside. I look forward to growing in faith alongside you
and serving at the school!
Holly Marquardt
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Serving Today
Lead musician: Kim Gnewuch
Vocalists: Brandon Luppen
Guitar: Steve Soukup, Terry Jacobs
Drums: Elijah Grow
Saxophone: Vikki Liebergen
Song slides: Sarah Wendorf

Ushers
Thurs:
Dave Rortvedt
8:00 AM: Tom Bernd
10:30 AM: Carson Brickner
Cleaning/Sanitizing
After 8:00 AM service: Neil Marshal,
Trudi Jo Halvorson

Lay reader: 8:00 AM: Curt Kephart
10:30 AM: Brandon Brickner

Growth Group Leaders
Jane Dew, Nancy Ninman, Justin Beck, Jared
Dammann, Brian Fritz, Matt Heckmann,
Brad Hougaard, Harry Radloff, Steve Soukup,
Bill Walther, Dennis Unterholzner, Pastor Kelly,
Pastor Hunter, Mark Kjenstad

Video: James Lund, Thad Molling
A/V Booth
Thurs:
Dan Fischer
8:00 AM: Kim Gnewuch, Sarah Wendorf
10:30 AM: Victoria Volberg

Plugged into Jesus helpers
Jane Dew, Chris Hougaard, Melissa Janz,
Shelly Schmoller, Malia Faessler (video teaching),
Paul Onsager (video teaching), Brad Hougaard

Greeters
Thurs:
Andrew and Melissa Henke
8:00 AM: Dan Arndt, Sarah Kerr
10:30 AM: Sue and Rachel Martalock

And many more…Thank you! If you would like to serve in one of these roles or in a different way, contact
Pastor for Service and Outreach Kelly Huet (kelly.huet@st-andrew-online.org).
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This Week
Sunday, September 13
8:00 & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Growth Groups (in person & virtual)
7:00 PM FUEL online for High School students
Monday, September 14
10:45 AM Staff meeting
8:00 PM Virtual Growth Group
Tuesday, September 15
7:00 AM
7:15 AM
9:30 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Virtual Growth Group
Virtual Growth Group
Virtual Women’s Growth Group
Virtual Sun Prairie Growth Group
Virtual Women’s Growth Group
Virtual First Group

Thursday, September 17
7:00 PM Worship
Saturday, September 19
9:00 AM Virtual Marriage Growth Group
1:30 PM Daniel Dammann/Erica Scharf wedding
Sunday, September 20
8:00 & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Growth Groups (in person & virtual)
7:00 PM FUEL online for High School students
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
St. Andrew views the Lord’s Supper as a powerful disbursement of Jesus’ grace. We receive it
with joy and treat it with respect. Communing together signifies a oneness in faith, life, and
worship. So we ask you to judge us; discover what we believe and determine if you wish to be
one with us. Talk to our pastors about preparing to receive this in the future.
Paul instructed, “Let a person examine himself and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup” 1
Co 11:28. Questions like these help us examine ourselves:
 Am I sorry for my sin?
 Do I trust that Jesus has lived and died to save me from my sin?
 Do I believe that Jesus’ body and blood are truly present to assure me of
forgiveness?
 Do I intend, with God’s help, to live a more God-pleasing life?
Prayers to use before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper are found on page 11 in the front of
the hymnal beneath your chair.

ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH
WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
st-andrew-online.org | westside-christian.org
608.831.8540
Naomi Laabs, Minister of Worship ● naomi.laabs@st-andrew-online.org
Mark Kjenstad, Minister for Nurture ● mark.kjenstad@st-andrew-online.org
Kelly Huet, Pastor for Service & Outreach ● kelly.huet@st-andrew-online.org
Meredith Pucci, Principal ● meredith.pucci@westside-christian.org
Ellen Soukup, Preschool Director ● ellen.soukup@westside-christian.org
Randy Hunter, Lead Pastor ● randy.hunter@st-andrew-online.org
Got questions? Email info@st-andrew-online.org
St. Andrew is a mission church
and a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

Joining Jesus on His Mission takes preparation on our part.
Ponder this question this week in your devotions and conversations:
What has God been teaching you in HIS WORD?
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