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Leader’s Guide 

 

Leader Note 
 
Many of the questions in the study begin with an italicized quote or portion of a quote from 
the corresponding God’s People book. A page number is provided to help locate the quote. 
Have the participants find the quote in the book and read the complete sentence or section 
for that italicized section in the question. This will provide context for the question or 
exercise that follows.  
 
Throughout this study, possible answers are given to the questions asked. This does not 
mean that these are the only correct answers. Participants may give answers that fit just as 
well to a question or exercise the participants are asked to complete. Possible answers 
have been provided to contribute to the discussion or help the participants when they 
aren’t coming up with answers on their own. The leader is encouraged to not provide an 
answer too quickly. Let the participants think through the questions. Give them time to 
process quietly before they share or you the leader speak. 
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Joseph—Forgiving Brother 
 
Week 1   Discussion Guide 

 
 
Read from page vii through page 5. 
 
1.  God took special steps to feed . . . (p. vii). We do not often think of it, but list as many steps as you 

can that result in your having food to eat. 
 
 
 
2.  If all the marriages confuse you (p. 1), study the family tree on page 32. The Lord never 

approved of a man having more than one wife. Determine a few problems that result from such 
an arrangement. 

 
 
 
3.  The Lord had appeared to him, warning him not to (p. 2). The Lord’s message to Laban was 

vague: “Be careful.” God would protect Jacob so that the promised Savior would be born of his 
descendants. The Lord can protect his children by natural means or by supernatural means. 
Give examples of both. 

 
 
 
4.  Only some very generous gifts from Jacob to Esau . . . (p. 2). Jacob believed the Lord would protect 

him. Jacob also put together the gift box for his brother. How do you determine when to trust 
God and when to take matters into your own hands and “make a gift box”? 

 
 
 
5.  Simeon and Levi . . . killed them all . . . and took their women and children as slaves (p. 3). They 

acted like thugs, not God’s children. Recall other biblical characters who acted in ungodly ways. 
What does your list teach you? 

 
 
 
6.  Joseph’s brothers . . . were filled with envy (p. 3). Identify reasons for envy and jealousy. 
 

 
 
7.  Explain why Jesus’ grace—his life and death in our place—removes envy. 


